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A Word totheR et aver. 


Perſon, whom I greatly honoured, being 
much inclined to the Popiſþ Religion, was, 


as I beard, much altered by tbe enſuing Letter ; 


which made mg wery induitrions to get fiſts 
View, andthena/Copy of \it. And coneetwing 


it 


may prove very beneficial to others alſo the ſame 
way inclined,l thought my ſelf in Conſcience bound 
to-preſent it to publick, view, I hope without of- 
fence to the Writer, who ſeems zealous to with- 
draw men from, ſuch Erroneous and Idolatrous 
VVorſhip-; and therefore doubtleſs will be pleaſed 
10 ſee the fruit of bis labour much encreaſed by the 


Bleſſing of God upon it. Amen. 


NSN SASLALEMARATEREAE IS 


Amr very ſorry to find'that the Books I di- 
- rected you to, do not give you full fatis- 
fation, bur ſtill you preſs me to ſay ſome- 
thing of my own 3. and what can I ſay that 
hath not been already faid 2 Really moſt: 
of the Books that are written in theſe latter days of the 
World, are but as the ſame Cards ſhuffiled and dealt 
into a new Game. But you tell me, their Diſcourſes: 
are ſolong, as you cannot carry them: in' your remem- 
yr the Quotatiqns fo numerous, pro and* com, as: 
there isnoend in ſearching after them 5; their Diſtinis» 

ons and way of arguing many times intricate, and ſeem 

to-you rather-ſubtii Evaſions, than ſolid Anſwers : in 

ſam; they do not fatisfie, nor work much: upon your 
Underſtanding: In anſwer whereto, I muſt confeſs, I 
have found by experience, that Mens Heads are like 

Locks with ſeveral Wards, which no Key. will open, 
but one fitted to thoſe very Wards :: So: Mens Under- 

ſtandings muſt be fitted and'opened' with: ſuch a way of. 
arguing, as ſuits with their Apprehenfions- and Fancy ;. 
and-many times it happens, that weaker Arguments, in 
a method agreeable unto them; prevail more than the. 
Scholaſtick preſſing form; This gives me ſome encou-- 

ragement to ſet Pen to Paper, with hopes that I may. 

chance to light on that Method, as-may give you more: 
agreeable ſatisfaction , eſpecially you:ſo much deſiring 
it : weak Remedies, ſtrongly fancied for good, have 

done greatCures, when Learned Phyſicians have.failed.. 
halt be as brief as may be, and: the. rather becauſe: 
A. 3; longerr 
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'longer labour may have as little ſucceſs, as the larger 
Traces of otherr have tad TT 

You ſeem much to appland arid lean 'onn Dottor 
Thorndick's Judgment, who in his Juft Weights, con- 
demns thoſe who charge the Papiſts- with Idolatry, and 
therein both wrongfully accuſe them, and alſs; daft a 
wrong and foul Prejudice on our Church, and-ay nece(- 
fary conſequence make it no Church : For, ifthePapiſt 
be Idolaters, their Church is not a true ſaving Church, it 
is no Church 3 Idolatry, as. he conceives, , incon- 
fiftent with a ſaving Church; .'tis as a deadlp-. poylon, 
which preſently deſtroys the vitalsand brings inevitable 
death. And theo, if the Papal Church be no favin 
Church, no Church now, they were none when thoſe 
of the Reformation came out of it, their Church being 
"the ſame then as 'tis now , and ſo conſequently our 
Church can be no Church , coming out from theits 
which isnone. Wherefore Dr. Thorndick is very de- 
firous;thatthe Papiſts groſs erroneous Worſhip ſhould be 
called Superſtition rather than Idolatry;for firſt,this grie- 
vous accuſation much incenſes them, by making them 
no Church, and makes our Diviſion the wider, and cuts 
off all hopes of Reconciliation with them 3 Secondly, 
It makes by.conſequence our Church no Church, as he 
faid, we deſcending from them. 

As tothe firſt, I wonder, that this good Man, ſo know- 
ing in Roman Principles, could hope for Reconciliati- 
on with them, but by wholly ſubmitting to themyfor their 
Prime Principle being Infallibility, whereon all that 
Babel is built, the pulling down of any one Pinacle e- 
radicates the very Foundation 3 all being ſolink'd to- 
gether with Infallibility, that one and all falls together. 
'Tis therefore bootleſs to talk of meeting them half- 
way, or three quarters and a half, who are ſo fet- 


tered to this Infallible Pillar 3 you muſt be chained 
to 
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20106418, 1n0/aher way-of being one with them; 
1) ASworhefecond, of. nallifying thew Church by Ido- 
latry,” add our ownalſoas from them* if they by their 
fofallible Spirit will declare the conſequence againſt 
themſelves, let it be (©, but fear it notagainſt us. They 
cannotdeny but the Head of their Church Pope Aar- 
cefinus, from whom their Popes ever'fiace deſcended, 
was an Idoltter in the grofleſt. ſence, facrificing to a 
Heathen [dol in the time of Dzocleſpar's perſecntion ; if 
this makes them no Church, let them be no Church : 
but then we are none: hold there; I am not bound to 
grant ( thongh I paſs) the Antecedent, much leſs the 
Conſequent, Firſt, 'tis not fo eaſe and quick a thing: 
to determine what nullifies a Church, ſome things are- 
plain and ealie,ſome not. 'Tis certain, the Jewiſh Church 
mour Saviours time,wasa Church wherein ſalvation was: 
to be hadsfor our Saviour bid the people then hearken to. 
thoſe who ſat in Moſes Chair, and do what they thence 
eommanded;yet they were guitty of devillifh practices &&: 
opinions'alo;but (tt! they believ/d in the only true God, 
and acknowledped his holy Word, though they notori- 
oufly {werved from it. And 'tis as certain,that the genera- 
lity of the Jewiſh Church did often fall into Idolatry, 
pet they continned ſtill a Church to our Saviours days;as: 
Iſhewed before: fo that formy part I darenot preſume 
to draw the exa&t Circular hne of a Church, over which 
the Tranſpreſfion makes it ceaſe to bea faving Church :. 
bur.as{ faid above, fome caſes are clear 5 General Infide- 
lity, as to renounce God and his Chriſt, doubtleſs makes: 
it ceaſe to be a Church 3 but Idolatry., though it be as 
general as in Ehjah's days, when he conceived himſelf 
only free from Bael-worſhip, doubtleſs doth make it not 
ceaſe to be a Church : For we do not find that the Prieſts 
and Levites were conſecrated a new after-their defecti-. 
on. to Kdolatry. And therefore with Dr. _— 
& 
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good lieve, though we deſcend from a Church too toe 
much given to Idolatry, yet _— 
them need no more a yew Conſecration, than 
Jewiſh Prieſts who were moſt certainly polluted with 
Idolatry 3 but relinquiſhing their Idolatry, and with 
-penitential hearts ſacrificing to the true God, were re- 
conciled again to God, and in mercy accepted by the 
Divine Goodneſs, Whothen can doubt that thoſe Bi- 
ſhops of this Nation, who with penitent hearts re- 
nounc'd the Romitſh Idolatry, and ſo zealoufly embrac'd 
the truth of the Goſpel, and God's fincere Worſhip in 
Spirit and in Truth, as to die in defence of it, I ſay, 
who can doubt but through the infinite goodneſs of the 
ſame merciful-God, -our Reformed Biſhops were like- 
wiſe accepted by him, and thenceforth acknowledged 
true and faithful Shepherds of -his Church. Wherefore 
T hope you will be no more terrified with Dr. Thorn- 
dicks Bug-bear, the nullifying of our Church, which 
hath been, and I hope will continue a Church , 
felling One God the Creator of all, one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the Saviour of all, one Faith, one Baptiſm. 

And now I (hall ſet before your eyes no Bug-bear, 
but a juſt fear of the Romiſh Idolatry, which pious 
Dr. Thorndick, out of a zealous defire of Unity (which 
is im le ) would willingly cloak under a milder 
and leſs hateful name. I am as _ to ſpeak the 
truth in love as he, yet I muſt not out of love to Uni- 
ty conceal the truth, or palliate falſhood, but clearly 
ſet forth the Romiſh groſs erroneous ice of Idola- 
try,which their DoGors daub over with plauſible words, 
and make this heavy fin appear as light as a feather. I 
beſeech you read O—_—P it well,and doubtleſs your 
neck and ſhoulders will tremble atthe weight. 

. The Papiſts take it very nm to- be called Idola- 
ters, becauſe ig Scripture the word Idolatry is applied, 

as 
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[as they ſay, only to Heathens, who denyed the true 
.God and worſhipped falſe Gods. Burt I deſire the Pas 
piſts to tell me, whether Solomon was not guilty of I- 
dolatry, in worſhipping the Gods of his Wives, though 
he himſelf believed 1n the true God. And who doubts 
bat a Chriſtian believing aright in God and Chriſt may 
be guilty of Idolatry, as wo true believing Chriſti- 
ans were in the horrible perſecutions under Heathen 
Emperors, meerly out of fear ſacrificing unto them and 
their Gods, whom they abhorred'in their hearts. And 
certainly the Papiſts Idolatry is a' degree beyond this, 
for they worſhip the Saints both outwardly and inward- 
ly with their hearts : and moreover I may truly fay, they 
worſhip falſe Gods, as the Heathens did 3 for though 
the Papiſts do not call them Godsin word , yet they 
make them Gods by deed, by their worſhip, as you 
ſhall ſee by and by. Idolatry is an act of worſhip not 


of belief; error in belief 1s called Hereſie or Intideli- 


To error in worſhip is Superſtition or Idolatry. And 
though Idolatry, originally taken, ſignifieth the wor- 
ſhipping of an Idol, yet 'tis commonly taken in a larger 
ſence, as to give divine Worſhip to any Creature. Now 
whether you call this Creature God or not, this matters 
not , for 'tis not the Name, but the Worſhip: given 
to it, makes it Idolatry 3 Covetouſneſs in Scripture is 
called Idolatry, yet no man believes or calls Money a 
God,but in effet makes it a God by truſting in it, which 
1s a principal part of our duty to God, 'to truſt in him. 
And ſoa man is ſaid to Idolize his Prince by truſting in 
his favour 3 and ſo the Papilts are ſaid to Idolize the 
Saints and Bleſſed Virgin, by praying and truſting to 
them in time of trouble, which God requires of us as 
due to himſelf; andit were far leſs ſinful (nay not fin- 
ful at all in ſome ſence) to call the Saints Gods, than to 
truſt in them and pray to them 3 for our Saviour him- 

B -ſelf 
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ſefdeclared-out of Seripeyre, ghat ; twas, not unlawful 
to apply the. name of God unto. mn T;ſeid ye are Gogr, 
And the. Heathens, whe called their Herges'Gods, and 
ſacrificed unto them, did believe them tq,be men, but. 
of, ſingular Vertue , for which . after. their; death they 
were taken'by. the ſupreme wt into Heaven z aud on 
this bebalt-theipeople faerificed to them, gave them di- 
vine Worſhip 5: juſt as the Papifts do now their Saints, 
declared to be ſo by theRoman Conliſtory. And as the an- 
cient Roman Senate DNeified many as Heraes in Heaven, 
who were damnedio Hell;'tisnot altogetberimprobable, 
I am ſure *tis not impoſiible, but that ſomedeclar'd by the 
Roman Conliltory tor Saints in Heaven, may be in the 
ſame diſmal Dungeon 3 the hearts of -men are known 
only to.God ; the holieſt outward Profeſlor may have a 
Devil's heart : for as the Devil can transform himſelf 
19to an Angel of Light, ſo may a devilliſh man. Asfor 
the Popes Iofallibility 10 the caſe, declaring ſuch a one 
for 2 Saint, I will not now enter into that diſpute, I will 
only ask, the queſtion, why , if+he+Pope: cannot erre 
tn the Caſe, doth he put the Inquiſitors of the Rote to 
that exceſſive trouble, as to make diligent. ſearch ſeve- 
ral years together, before he determine the point, as if 
he himſelf feared (however others conhident}y believe) 
that his pretended holy Spirit. may errg in. the matter ?- 
Byt L return to my bulineſs. 

Idolatry then 1s an At of wrong Worſhip, not of 
wrong Beliefz and as Solomon. and other right believ- 
ing Jews were guilty of [dolatry, by giving dwine Wor- 
ſhip to- Creatures, ſo may right believing Papults, if ch 
in. like manner give divine Worlbip to Creatures, thoug 
they dp not believe them Gods : for he that believes in 
God aright,. that believes bim to be the Creator of all 
things, cannot believe any thingelſe to be God. in this 
ſence, .'tis a flat contradiftion; for that thing would be - 


a Crea- 
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3 Creatar.and, ng Creator, being; created, a God: and' no 
Gad. Now Lpray ybuabfrve, he that believes arightir 
God cannot believe eny Creature to be God; if then 
it were:(ag the Papiſts would have it ) that 'tis no Ido- 
latry' to: Werhipaht Creatures unleſs, you believe they 
Gads, (which a right: believer cannot: do Y it muſt needs 
follow, that-a right believer, let hinv adore Saint or Ar- 
gel, Man or Devil, with all his *heart; with'all his foul, 
yet nat believing them Gods. (which he cannot d>)) is 
not, cannot be guilty of Idolatry : was there: ever any 
thing more madly affirmed 2/ *Fis evident then, asFfaid 
before, that Idolatry confiſts not in wrong Belief, but in 
wrong Worſhip 3 and.fo, to. give divine Worſhip to a 
Creature, coulifis:not-in worſhipping that Creature with 
belicf 'tis a God ( which a true beltever cannot do ) but 
in worſhipping it with ſuch Worſhip wherewith we wor- 
ſhip God ;, that is, by kneeling, praying, making vows 
to it, and the like, which wedo, and ſhould doto God 
only, we haying no other Worſhip to-render to his di- 
viae Majeſty. And this Worſhip the Papiſts give to 
their Saints, and are hereby guilty of groſs Idolatry, let 
their belief be what it will. 

When the ancient: Chriſtian Fathers accuſed the Hea- 
then Philoſophers of Idolatry, for giving divine Wor- 
ſhip to their Heroes, the Philoſophers endeavoured to 
retort it upon the Fathers, accuſing them in like man- 
ner for pong Saints; and[I pray you how did the 
Fathers wipe off that calumny ? was it by diftinguiſh- 
ing in point of Belief(as the Papiſts now do.) and ſayin 
that they didjbelieve in the true God, and did' not calf 

the Saints Gods, but the Creatures of God, and fo 
worſhipped. them as Creatures only ? no ſach matter, 
the Fathers: made no ſuch; reply, but abſolutely denied 
the matter of fact, and ſaid, they did' not at all wor- - 
ſhip the Saints, but God alone, and only honoured the 


2 Saints 
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Saints as holy: men/and their 'fellow-ſervants of God, as 
ou may ſee molt clearly ſet;:down- by St. Avſtin in his 
ighth and Tenth Books de Civ. Dei 3 where he parti» 
cularly enumerates the parts of Divine Worſhip 5 as $a» 
crifice, Invocation, Dedicationof- Churches and Altars, 
Oblationsand Vows (which the Scripture appropriates 
to God) all which the Greeks, ſaith he, compriſe in one 
word, vis. Latreiaz but the Latins have not any one 
word of full fignification to expreſsit : and then St. 4u- 
ſtin flatly, denies that the Chriſtians do give Letreia, that 
is, any part of this Divine Worlhip, to the Saints; and' 
there challenges the Heathens to prove the contrary 
if they can. Whereas. 'tis as evident as the Sun at 
noon-day, that the Papiſts. do give, not one, but all 
thoſe parts of: Divine Worſhip , called in general La- 
rreia, unto their Saints, unleſs it be the ſacrificing of 
Beaſts ; this they reſerve to God alone, and truly he is 
much beholding to them for it. ; they will give unto 
him the fleſh of Bulls, Rams, Goats, but unto the Saints: 
their own, their Hearts and Lips; the Saints-ſhall have 
their living; holy and acceptable Sacrifrce, the very Soul 
of the Sacrifice, and God ſhall have the dead Body e- 
ven ſtinking in his divine noſtrils, which-his Soul loaths 
and abhorrs, as he hath often declared in his holy- Word. 
I was the: devout prayer of the. heart that ſanctified and” 
made acceptable the ſacrifice of the Beaſts, without: 
which they were an abomination uato God, and are now- 
inthe pure times of the Goſpel wholly laid afide, and: 
the Calves. of ourLips and of our Hearts and Souls, is 
the ſacrifice of Chriſtians, and -the- principal part of 
Divine Worſhip. Now I ask a Papiſt, was it Jawful for: 
the Jews to ſacrifice Beaſts to Angels or deceaſed Patri- 
axchs, the very chiefeſt of them, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, 
bad notthis been Idolatry in-them, who can deny it 2: 
and why. had:this..been. Idolatry ?. Becauſe _—_ Is a- 
Ivine-. 
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Divine Worſhip;”and to give Divine Worſhip to any 
Creature is Idolatry : Isit not much- more Idolatry, to 
ive unto Michael, Gabriel, Abraham, Moſes, the purer, 
Ss holier, the diviner part of God's Service, the Wor- 
ſhip of Prayer ? is not this greater Idolatry, can any man 
of ſence deny it? and yet this more holy part, more di- 
vine Sacrifice the Papilts give unto their-Saints 3- and in 
ſum, there is not any one thing that true Chriſtians do, 
or can db to God, but the Papiſts do the very ſame to 
Saints,and tranfcendently to the Bleſſed Virgin,to whom' 
the generality of the Papiſts pay ten times as much de- 
votion asto God ; andare fo [ from being reproved for: 
it, as they are encouraged to it by their greateſt Doctors. 
[cannot but wonder at the groſsand ridiculous miſtake, 
or rather abuſe in wreſting of St: Auitin's word Latreia, 
which he puts as a general word compriſing all parts of 
Divine Worſhip 3 but the Papiſts tura it quite to another- 
ſence,and will underſtand thereby the Belief wherewith' 
they worſhip, which is not at all to St. A»ſtiz*s purpoſe 3 
for there he mentions not any thing of Belief, but Mat-- 
ter of Fat, viz. what Worſhip 1s, and ought to be: 
given to God only ;'as invocation by Prayer, Dedica-- 
tion of Churches, Altars, Oblations, Vows; all which: 
in St. Anſtin's ſence is Latreia: and all this the -Papiſts: 
give to the Bleſſed Virgin and Saints. But (ſay the Pa- 
piſts ) they do not give this with Latreia, that is, they: 
do not believe th:m Gods when they worſhip them. 
which they cannot do, as I ſhewed before. And thus: 
they give them Latreza, but not with: Latreia, Divine- 
Worſhip, but not with Divine Worſhip ;z a moſt ridi- 
culous juggling foppery. Perchance a Similitude may», 
makethis matter plainerzthus, The King makes a Law that« 
It ſhallbe Freafon puniſhable with death, to give King-: 
Iy honours,to a ſubje&, and then declares what he means+ 
by Kingly honours ; as to ſeta Crown'on his head, to oal! : 
higa 
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' him Majeſty, to.ere& for him.a Chaix.of, State, to ſerve 
him on the Knee, &c. all which the King comprizes in 
one word Royalty, and, as I ſaid, makes it treaſon to 
give Royalty to any Subjea. Now the Earl of Kezz, 
to whom the people of that Country are much devoted, 
comes thither to a Gentlemans Houſe, who the more 
to magnifie this great Earl, ſets a Crown on his 
head, calls him Majeſty, erects him a Chair of State, 
ſerves him on the knee, &c. my Gentleman, is called in 
queſtion, accuſed of Treaſon for giving Royalty to the 
'Earl ; the Gentleman confeſſes all the FaR, but pleads 
that he did not believe the Earl to be King, nor did in- 
tend to ſet himup as King, but only to give him all the 
honour he could ; 'tis true he gave him Royalty in.every 
part, but not with Royalty : the King, though full of 
indignation for ſuch a bold preſumption and total 
breach of his Law, burſt out into laughter at the Gen- 
tleman's ridiculous Plea, and anſwers the Gentleman ; 
Well, you gave your honured Earl all the honous due 
to me, you gave him-Royalty, but not with Royalty 5 
ſo you ſhall die the death of a Traytor, but not as a Tray- 
tor, I ſuppoſe we ſhall at the day of Judgment hear 
the Papiſts ſubtil Do@ors make this rare plea and excuſe 
for their Idolatry, and diſtinguiſh the point 3 'tis true 
they gave the Saints. Latreie, but not with Latreiaz and 
I fear we ſhall hear their heavy doom for it. Alas, poor 
wretches! the plain Text of Scripture muſt then take 
place, the ſubtil DiſtinQions of Aquinas and Scotyy will 
then be ridiculous and eternally deplorable folly, 1 Cor. 
1.20. Where is the wiſe? where is the ſcribe ? where is the 
Aiſputer of this world ? hath not God made foobſh the wiſe 
dom of this world * God of his infinite mercy open 
their eyes to ſee and bewail this their dangerous 
folly. 

The plain and cltar Truth is this : They ——_ the 


aints 
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Saints and chiefly the Bleſſed Virginſjuſt as God, or rather 
more that Godzit will be to excule to ſay they do not be- 
lieve her|to be the very God, nor call her God ; for, as [ 
ſhewed before,'tis not the belief,nor the calling her God, 
makes it Idolatry, but the giving her the Worſhip due to 
God. And for the fuller convicton of the Papilts, I pray 
obſerve,that though they do not call her in that very ex- - 
preſs word, God ; yet they give her words and titles - 
fully dedlaring her a Goddeſs, as much or more than the 
Heathens did their Goddefles : all which I cannot doubt 
but ſhe fully deteſts, her Humility being as great as her 
Dignity, and indeed raiſed herto it, as ſhe expreſles in 
her Magnificat, That God regarded the lowlineſs of his 
handmaiden ; ſurely then ſhe cannot but abhorr that 
they ſhould call her Queen of Heaven and make Ob- 
Jations to her,ſo expreſly declared Idolatry in Scripture, - 
Jer. 7. 18. They make their ſupplications and call upon : 
her in time of trouble, and even in the point of death, 
which God expreſly requires to be performed to him- 
ſelf, Pſel. 50. 15. As God is called the Father of Mercy, , 
ſois ſhe called the Mother of Mercy : as Chriſt is called 
the Tree of Life, ſo is ſhe, and a hundred more ſuch di- 
vine Attributes they give unto her, as you may read ' 
in their printed Books of Litanies and Prayers to her, 
ſufficient to make a man tremble with horror and amaze- - 
ment to read the wilde, as well as wicked blaſphemous - 
Titles their extravagant fancies invent to give her. Let 
aty Chriſtian Soul, who can but read the Scripture and : 
underſtand common Sence, judge if this be not Idolatry; 
for theTitles they give her do much more imply a Deity, 
than the word, God, and fo is far greater _—_— 
There is one thing more, worthy your conſideration 
in this bufineſs.. All the learned Papilts know that the 
ancient Fathers did urge, as a main Argument to prove 
the. Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, the Ubiquity of his ope- 


ration 
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Tation in the hearts of the faithful all the world overga - 
clear evidence of a divine Power which no Creature is | 
capable of : and will notthe ſame Argument hold, to/ 

prove the Deity of the Bleſſed Virgin, if ſhe, as the- 
Papiſts believe, be able to be helpful to all her de- 
voted Supplicants from all the four Quarters of the 
World at the ſame time ? Upon her great Feſtival-days, 
.how many millions -of Papiſts do at the ſame inſtant fay 
unto her that Hymn, Ave Maris Stella, wherein are con- 
teined theſe words, Thou that art the meekeſt of all, make 
4 meek and chef, grant unto ws a holy life and ſafe jour- 
ey. Theſe and a hundred the like Expreſſions they uſe 
unto her. Nowl pray obſerve ; ſure the Papiſts ſup- 
poſe ſhe can do this which they pray for, otherwiſe they 
are ridiculous to pray for it : ſo then they believe that 
ſhe can work upon the hearts of her ſupplicants all the 
World over, making them meek and chaſte, e*c. at the 
ſame timez which was the Argument to prove the Dei- 
ty of the Holy Ghoſt: doth it not in like manner prove 
the Deity of the Bleſſed Virgin? and doth not this their 
belief and praftice make her a Goddeſs? and doth not 
this make them Idolaters in full meaſure? what did the 
Heathens more ? Nay, doth not the praying to her or a- 
ny other Saint at ſo vaſt a diſtance, and ſuppoling them 
to hear, imply a Deity in them? ls not-this far be- 
yond the ſphere of Adivity in any Creature? Can any 
Creature hear their praying voice one quarterofa mile? 
ſure then they a be of a Divine power, to hear ſo 
many mfſllions and millions of miles 3 much more is it 
a Divine property to ſce the thoughts of their hearts at 
that diſtance, or indeed to ſee them at all, were they 
never ſo nigh; for God alone is the ſearcher of hearts : 
yet the Papiſts often offer up to them the meditation of 
their hearts, as well as the voice of their mouth, making 
both mental and vocal Prayer unto them ; is not this 
| apparently 
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apparently to make them Gods ? As for that rare excuſe, 
That though the Saints. hear-not our,prayers, much leſs 
ſee our hearts at this diſtance, yet they ſee all in God's 
infinite comprehenſive Heart. Hold, I beſeech you, 
whither are we.come ? to excuſe Idolatry, I fear, with 
horrid Blaſphemy 3 are the Saints then the ſearchers of 
God's Heart and know all his ſecrets? this is Dei- 
ty in the higheſt degree : no, but God of his infi- 
nite Goodneſs diſcovers this to the Saints : may I 
be ſo bold as to ask, who diſcovered this to the Pa- 
piſts > why , St. Francis, St. Dominick , St. Ionatins, 
and many others, in their Seraphical Meditations, have 
been rapt up into the third Heaven , yea, far high- 
er than St, Par/, into the ninth Heaven, and have 
had this and much more reveiled to them. Pardon 
me, I humbly conceive, 'tis far more unlawful for 
theſe Seraphical Saints to utter theſe words, than it 
was for Saint Pax! toutter what he heard in the third 
Heaven. 

Sir, I hope neither you nor any rational Man will build 
his Faith and Salvation upon their vain Legends 3 well 
may they twattle theſe things to Children, not 'to ſeri- 
ous Men who build their Faith on the infallible Word 
of God aloife, where we find not one word of all this, 
but much to the contrary. Thox ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God , and him only ſhalt thou ſerve ;, If God only, 
ſure no other. Wherefore St. =_ in his Revelation 
tells us, how he was twice ſeverely rebuk'd with a Cave, 
for his worſhipping the Angel, See thou do it not, I am 
thy fellow-ſervant , worſhip God. But the Papilts will 
needs have this to be a Complement only of humility in 
the Angel, to this great Apoltle St. John, truly a very 
ſevere form of Complement; See thou do it not ; which 
ſounds to merather a Threat than a Complement, and 


in the Original, the Greek ſounds more a Threat than 
C our 
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onr Engliſh expreſſes : and fure we ſhould the rather 
take it ſo, becauſe St. Pay! doth ſo exprefly forbid the 
worſhipping of Angels, as a Will-worſhip according to 
to the Will and Dofrine of men, under pretence of 
humility, but is indeed out of Pride, vainly puff 'd up 
in their fleſhly minds, intruding into thoſe things they bave 
710t ſeen, and obtruding them as ſaving Dodrines upon 
their ignorant Proſelytesz which thing all that are god- 
ly wiſe according to Scripture, muſt needs hold fooliſh 
and ſinful, all berng fo fully laid out untous by St. Pal 
Col. 2. and again, 1 Tim. 2. 5. There is one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the manChriit Jeſws. Come unto me 
all ye that travel and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt, Call upon me in the time of trouble, and IT will bear 

thee. The Scripture ſaith their is one Mediator between 

God and man, the Papiſts will needs have many, whe- 

ther more fooliſhly or more ſinfully 'tis hard to ſay : for, 

have they any Mediator more powerful, or more mer 

ciful, or more willing to hear and help them ? nay, put 

the Power, the Love, the Mercy of all Saints and Bleſ- 

ſed Virgin together, is it greater, is it equal, is it near 

in any degree, can it add one degree to the infinite 

Power and Love and Mercy of Chriſt God and Man? 

is it not blaſphemy to affirm it? is it not then great ſin- 

fulneſs, great madneſs to ſeek any other, as if he were 

not complete? as if he could not, or as if he would 

not do what he promiſes to do? Will not his Power, 

his Promiſes, his Command oblige theſe Self-will-wor- 

ſhipping Papiſts to come to this One Mediotor ? no, but 

they will goto others to their own wilful deſtruction. 

As for that poor weak excuſe, That we may as well, or 

rather pray to Saintsin Heaven to pray for us, than pray 

Men on Earth to pray for us, 'tis not worth the anſwer- 

ing, the diſparity 1s fo great 3 for the Jatter is an at of 


mutual Charity, to which we are commanded the for- 
mer 
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mer an act of Religious worſhip which we are forbid- 
den, as F have ſhewed. But had ſome great admirer of 
St. Francis here on carth then built a Church in his ho- 
nour,creqed an Altar, ſet him or his Picture on it, kneel'd 
down and prayed to him, had not this been groſs [do- 
latry 2 The Idolatry is the fame, and the folly greater, 
now he1s in heaven, becauſe there he neither hears nor 
ſees their Devotion. Certainly, Sir, I need ſay no more 
in this point, but paſs to another part of the Papiſts I- 
dolatry, their worſhipping of Images, 

A Papiſt lately had the ftrange confidence (I will not 
ſay impudence) to put out a Pamphlet, whereia he at- 
firmed, that they make no other uſe of Pictures and Sta- 
tues, than meerly as Remembrancers of thoſe perſons 
or things they repreſent 3 and ſo when they enter the 
Churches or other places where they are ſet up.they give 
them only ſome glancing looks to this end, far | an 
any Worſhip; and to aſlure you of this, he farther 
adds, that when they are by age or accident decayed, 
ſoas not well to repreſent what they were made for, 
they cut them in pieces and burn them, as any other 
common Wood ; ſo little reverence do they afford the 
Pictures or Statues themſelves, What credit can you 
give (uch perſons who ſo monſtrouſly prevaricate 2 who 
ever yet ſaw the Papiſts burn any one ancient Picture, 
ever ſo decayed and defaced by Antiquity, but rather 
reverence it much more z as you may ſee by the anci- 
ent Picture or Statue of the Bleſſed Virgin, reported 
to be made by St. Luke, whereot more by and by. 
= us now fee what paſling glances they give to 
them, 

Among the maltitude of their various Devotions uſed 
on good Friday, this is one ; A Cruciftix which ſtands 
on the Altar, is taken down and laid on a Cuſhion, at 


the ſteps which aſcend to the Altar 3 the Biſhop or chief 
C 2 Prieſt 
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Prieſt their preſent, falls down on his knees at a little 
diſtance from it, riſing up and advancing a ſtep or two, 
falls down again 3 the third time comes to the Crolfs, 
and there proltrate along kiſles the Crucifix again and 
again, with all reverence and affection ; and ſo the reſt 
ot the. Clergy in order, and many other Devotees, as 
far as the time will permit : the mean while the Quoire 
chants forth a Hymn, Dalce Lignum, dulces Clavi, Oc, 
Sweet Wood, ſweet Nails, &c. Call you theſe paſſing 
glances, to proſtrate: on the ground and adore them ? 
But I pray farther obſerve 3 the Cruciftix ſtood before 
on the Altar, a place moſt conſpicuous to be ſeen and 
put them in remembrance of Chriſt 3 were this all, as 
they falily pretend, why then take it down ? meerly 
to expreſs their great devotion to it, by humbling them- 
ſelvesto the ground to kils It. 

But they will tell you this their Devotion is to Chriſt, 
for the honour done to his Image redounds to Chriſt : 
I anſwer, that's falſe however, that they uſe Pictures 
only as remembrances, and give them no Worſhip ; for 
they confels a Worſhip to the Pieture in relation to 
Chriſt, as we forſooth to the Kings Chair of State. 
What would the Papiſts have done without this Chair 
of State? 'tis a main Argument with them, and they are 
perpetually dunning our ears with 1t ; and I ſhall in 
requital now dunn them, and ſhew their abſurdity. 
Firſt then, did they ever ſee any, the moſt obſervant 
Courtier (the King himiclf being perſonally preſent in 
ſome other part of the room) go up to the Chair of 
State, make his leg formally. to that , or kneel down 
and kiſ(s it, and if he did, would not all count him ri- 
diculous? Yet the Papiſts do this to their Crucihx, 
Chriſt himſelf being both perſonally and corporally 
(as they believe ) their preſent on the Altar in theie 
Hoſts; are not they then as ridiculous ? Secondly, Do 
men. 
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mer naturally of themſelves perform this homage to- 
the Chair of State, or by Court-order? Bring a Country 
Gentleman ever ſo rational, ever ſo civil, to Court ; 
where at the Gate 1s erected (1 will ſuppoſe it fo for ar- 
gument ſake) a good!iy Statue of the King, then carry 
him upto the Guard- Chamber where hangs a fair Px- 
Cture of the King, then into the Preſence-chamber where 
ſtands this Chair of State : Let my ceremonious Papilt 
take this civil Gentleman and conduct him along, and 
ſay nothing to him of Court-order, but tell him, that's 
the King's Statue, that's his Picture, that's his Chair of 
State 3 if my Gentleman of himſelf take off his Hat, and 
make a Leg to thefirſt, ſecond or third, be he ever fo 
devoted to Royalty, then take off my Head : but when 
he comes into the Prefence-chamber, it his Conductor 
tell him, 'tis the Order of Court to put off the Hat 
where-ever he ſees a Chair of State erected, as repre- 
ſenting the Kings Majeſty, no doubt but Reaſon and Ci- . 
vility both, will move him to obſerve Court-orders while 
he is there. But 'tis probable Reaſon may prompt this 
Country Gentleman to ask, why he muſt not as well 
put off his Hat to the Statue at the Gate, or Picture, 
ſo much more lively repreſenting the King ? I believe 
my Papiſt Conductor will ſcarce find any other realon- 
able Anſwer to give him, than that there is a Court- 
order for the one, and none for the other.. 'Tis evi- 
dent then that the Order only makes the Ceremony 
obſerved at Court, not the Chair of State : So it- my 
Papiſt can (ſhew me a Divine Order to knee] down; and 
proſtrate my ſelf toa Crucitix,in honour to Chrilt, I (hall. 
as readily do it as he, adore it, kiſs it, hug it, any thing; * 
which God tells me is acceptable to- his divine Good- 
neſs: But ſeing I cannot find any thing. from God to 
this purpoſe, but much tothe contrary, and that which 


ſeems to.my poor Underſtanding as full and. clear a- 
Prohibitica; 
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Prohibitiou as can bez Thow ſhalt not make to thy ſelf a- 
1y graven Image to bow down to it or worſhip it. And 
therefore the Popiſh Doctors (as you know Sir ) do 
wiſely in their Generation , daſh out of their Deca- 
logue this Commandment, and ſupply it by dividing 
the laſt of Coveting into two parts 3 pretending that 
this Commandment againſt Images was a meer Cere- 
monial Command to the Jews, ſo prone to Idolatry, 
that it was not lawful for them ſo much as to make 
Pictures, which hath ever been allowed to Chriſtians 
by all ſober moderate perſons. - And L pray what ſober 
moderate perſon will ſay it was: unlawful for the Jews 
to make Pictures, ſeeing God himſelf appointed them to 
make ſome, but neither appointed nor allowed them to 
worſhip any, but abſolutely forbad it ; and therefore the 
Brazen Serpent, made by God's own appointment, was 
broken when worſhipped 3 which clearly confutes Dr. 
Thorndick's (uppoſal in his Nineteenth Chapter, That 
the Commandment only forbids the worſhipping of 1- 
dols, that is by his interpretation, Statues ſet up in ho- 
nour of falſe Gods: for the Brazen Serpent was not an 
Idol ſet up in honour of any falſe God, but in honour 
of a Mercy conferred by the true God; yet broken 
down when worſhipped, contrary to this Command- 
ment. And 1 pray you obſerve how this Serpent is 
ranked with the Images and Groves, and other Idola- 
trous things deſtroyed by good Hezekiah. And what 
was the Idolatrous Worſhip given to this Brazen Ser- 
pent? They did burn Incenſe to it, the very ſame the 
Papiſt Prieſts do to their Images of Chriſt, the bleſled 
Virgin, and Saints. And ought they not likewiſe to be 
broken down as well as the Brazen Serpent ſet up in ho- 
nour of the true God, and which is more, by the ſpe- 
cial Command of the true God, which the Papiſts have 
not for their Images? Yet Dr. Thorndick will —_ 

ave 
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have it, that there is no fear of Idolatry among Chri- 
ſtians now, though we now ſee ſuch groſs Idolatry com- 
mitted by them, 

'Tis evident then that this Commandment concerns 
Chriſtians as well as Jews and all Mankind ; for give 
me lieve to fay, that all Mankind always were, and will 
be, prone to Idolatry, as appeared by the groſs Ido- 
latrous Worſhip of the wiſeſt Heathens of old , the 
Greeks and Romans 3 the Chineſes and Papiſts now. 
We are by nature very ſenſual, much pleaſed with ſen- 
fible things, but averſe toſpiritual. To worſhip God 
in Spirit and in Truth is a ſublime thing far above Na- 
ture; this will always incline men to Idolatry and to 
worſhip God by ſenſible things, by Pictures and Ima- 
ges, contrary to his Command. And you may be ſure 
the Devil will be more forward to tempt Chriſtians to 
it, than ever he was to tempt Jews or Heathens, his 
malice being more againſt us, which makes our danger 
of Idolatry greater than theirs, being as prone by Na- 
ture, and more tempted by the Devil. This made St. 
Auſtin very averſe to Image-worlhip, and gives the rea- 
fon in his Tra&t on, Pſal. 113. Plus walent Simulacra ad 
curvandam infelicem animam , &c. Images having the 
appearance of men, with eyes, ears, months, hands, and 
the like, do more deprave the minds of their Worſhippers, 
and more encline them to Tdolatry, than they are redti- 
fied and kept from Idolatry, in that the Image doth not 
really ſee, hear , ſpeak,, and the like. Tis (trange the 
Papiſts will allow this holy Father for a Doctor and 
Saint of the Church, for no man in the World can ar- 
gue more againſt their Image-worlhip than he doth ;' tis 
true his whole Diſcourſe was intended againſt the Hea- 
thens, becauſe at that time there were no Chriſtians that 
made uſe of Images by way of Worſhip, as now the Pa- 
piſts dozbut his Arguments are as clearly and fully againſt 
the 
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the Papiſts now, as they were againſt the Heathen then, 
The Heathens then told St. Auſtz,that they did not wor- 
ſhip the Idol it ſelf, but the Deity repreſented by it ; juſt 
as the Papiſts fay now 3 and St. Auſtin in effeft replies to 
both : Let them excuſe the matter how they pleaſe, yet 
their pratice was abominable; for , ſaith he, the wor- 
ſhipping of any thing by an Image, doth ſoon bring the 
worſhippers to forget the thing repreſented, and apply 
their whole Worſhip to the Statue repreſenting , and 
come by degrees to be ſo affeFed to it, as to believe the 
very Statue ſees, hears, and furniſhes them with thoſe 
things they pray for, The people ſet up a Statue in honour 
to the Sun, and at length turn their backs to the Sun, but 
their ſaces to the Statue ; pray, offer Incenſe, [acrifice, 
and perform all their devotions to that, Here you have 
St. Auſtin's Opinion of Statue and Picture-worſhip, how 
by degrees it draws away the hearts of men from 
the Perſons repreſented by them, and brings them at 
length to worſhip the Statues themſelves. ' And this I- 
dolatrous inclination of the people is very much ad- 
vanced by the Popiſh Writers, who in their Legends 
mention ſeveral Statues and Pictures, which have moved 
and ſpoken to their Worſhippers, and thereby have 
made the lilly people run a madding, and as the Scrip- 
ture phraſes it, run a whoring after their Idols, So that 
St. Au5tin's Opinion is as fully verified among the Papiſt 
Chriſtians, as ever it was amang Heathens, as you will 
ſee by that which follows. 

When our late King of bleſſed memory went into 
Spain, ſeveral of this Nation were Eye-witneſles of 
what Inow relate; At Madrid, upon a Feſtival-day of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, the Biſhop, Prieſts, with hundreds 
of Monks and Friars, and many thouſands of the City, 
went in ſolemn Proceſſion, carrying an Image of the 
Bleſſed Virgin under a rich Canopy of State, born by 
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ſeveral Noble perſons, with innumerable Torches and 
Wax-candles born by others,- the Prieſts and Religious 
Orders ſinging the Litany made to her, the houſes and 
ſtreets all along garniſhed, and here and there, at the 
houſe of ſome great perſon, much devoted to her, was 
erected an Altar moſt ſplendidly adorned, upon which 
the Image was ſet down to reſt, and ſome Hymn made 
to her was there ſung 3 mean while the Biſhop and 
Prieſts putting Incenſe on Cenſers, offer it up to her : At 
length they came to a large place, where was an Altar 
on the one ſide, and a Theater on the other, magnih- 
cently ſet forth 3 the Image was placed on' the Altar, 
the Biſhop, Prieſts,c*c. attending,the Actors come forth 
on the Theater, and begin a holy Comedy ; the peo- 
ple eager Spettators, forgetting their duty to their La- 
dy on the Altar, flock round about the Theater; the 
Officers of Miſrule with great indignation fall on the 
people fiercely, and forcing them to give place, make 
a Lane from the Altar to the Theater, that their Lady 
might have a full view of the Play ; a pleaſant Come- 
dy indeed, and made all our Engliſh Proteſtants very 
merry : but ſome of the diſcreeter Englifh Papiſts there 
preſent, were much troubled at this, ſuppoſing (with 
good reaſon) it would be laid home to their charge as 
groſs Idolatry : for, juſt as Saint Anitir faith, by the 
Papilſts great Devotion to this Statue, they came to be- 
lieve ithad ſeeing Eyes and hearing Ears, and fo par- 
takes much of this Comical entertainment ; and if fo, 
truly the Officers had juſt cauſe of indignation, to ſee 
the people ſo rudely ruſh between their Lady and the 
Theater. In the word of a Chriſtian I affirm, that one 
of the diſcreeter Engliſh Papiſts , there preſent, told 
me this paſſage, and therefore there can. be no doubt 
of the truth, 


In'the principal Church at AKome, dedicated to the 
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Bleſſed Virgin, called SerTa Maria Majore, The great 
holy Mary, 1s a moſt ſtately high Altar, and a Intle 
above it in the Wall is made a hollow place like a Ca- 
hinet, where is reſerved a Picture, reported to be made 
by St. Luke, which is commonly ſhut up-3 but upon the 
ſpecial Feaſts of the Bleſſed Virgin 'tis expoſed to view, 
with ſtore of goodly rich (ilver Lamps burning before 
it, the ſmoak whereof hath black'd and quite defaced 
the Picture 3 (is it therefore caſt away into the fire ? 
mark) on the Door of this Cabiaet is another freſh and 
excellent Picture, lively repreſenting the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin yet this is no way reverenced in compariſon of 
the other: for when it is expoſed, it is juſt as if God 
ſhould viſibly come down from Heaven ; you may ſee 
perſons of very good quality as ſoon as they come with- 
in the Church-door fall down on their knees, and 
fo on their knees go creeping towards this Picure, 
and when they approach near i, proſtrate themſelves 
on the Pavement, kiſs the ground , then up again , 
ſtretch forth their hands. towards it , groan and figh 
as if they would breath forth and ejaculate their 
very Hearts unto it. What think you, Sir, of this ? 
Again, 

At that famous place Loretto, is reputed to be the ve- 
ry Houſe where the Bleſſed Virgin lived and nurſed 
up our Saviour, tranſported thither by Angels 3 ( Twr- 
felin the” Jeſuit's Hiſtory of this is a rare Romamce : ) 
this is now converted into a Chappel, caſed about with 
fine Marble, and ſtands in the middeſt of a fair Church 
built over it 3 this Chappel of the Houſe hath. an Al- 
tar at one end divided from the reſt, and above over 
the Altar an. Image of the Bleſied Virgin with our Sa- 
viour in her arms, reported likewiſe to be made by 
St. Luke, no doubt of it, an excellent Painter and Sta- 
wariſt, as well as Phyſician ;, this Image alſo, with the- 
CON=s. 
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contimml finoak of Candles and Lamps , Gold and 
Silver of mighty value, is made as black as any 
Gypfiez inſomuch that the Vulgar believe that ſhe was 
made ſo by her abode in Zgypr. To this Image they 
come in pilgrimage thouſands of miles, leaving at home 
Pictures 2nd Natnes far more lively repreſentations, but 
all is nothing to this. When men are in any danger by 
Sea, they vow ſome great offering for their deliverance, 
which hath filled ſeveral rooms nan with a vaſt Trea- 
ſure (the Tarks have long been greedy of this Prey :) 
the Devotion paid to this Image, by Pilgrims at their 
approach, is of the ſame ſtamp and rate, as the before- 
mentioned to the Picture. There is at the upper corner 
of this little Chappel a Door, which lets men into the 
lace railed in for the Altar, over which the Image 
nds: and to be letintp this ſanG@um ſarForum, the 
holieft of holies, ſo near this divine Image (which is 
ſeen as well without) 18a favour for which you mult 
well reward the Door-keeper 3 this is the very Para- 
diſe of Souls, bleſſed is the man that enters here. And 
the reafon why they pay this mighty veneration to this 
Image is, becauſe of the gteat Holineſs and wonder- 
fal Vertne they fancy in it : ſo holy, as whatſoever 
touches it, receives wonderful and powerful Virtue 
from it : wherefore they humbly deſire to have their 
Beads and Medals ſanfified thereby, and give them 
to the Keeper of the Cloſet,whe hangs them on a forked 
Staff reſerved there for that purpoſe, and rubs them 
fomewhat rudely on our Saviours and Ladies faces, and 
if he be more than ordinarily fee'd , their Faces alſo 
pay doubly forit, bruſh'd and box'd with the Beads, 
to extract the more Virtue out of them : If you ask, why 
fo rude to their Faces ? the Reaſon is, the reſt is cover- 
ed with rich coſtly Garments, whereof they have 
great variety, and on = great Feſtivals moſt magniti- 
2 cent 
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cent; all being the Oblations of Devotees on ſeveral 
occaſions, If you ask again, why our Ladies Garments 
ſhould not be able to confer Vertue, as well as her 
Statue? I muſt leave the Papiſt Prieſts to. anſwer. you, 
who reſerve this divine Myſtery cloſe in their breaſts; 
all that I obſerve and learn. is, how divine a Power 
they attribute to this Statue , which 1s able to confer 
ſuch Vertue to. dead Beads, as to give them the ſame 
power over Devils, as our Saviour gave his Apoſtles, 
For a pair of theſe Beads put about the neck of any 
poſſeſled by the Devil, he is not able to endure the 
Sanctity thereof, but crying and roaring ruſheth forth. 
The Ephefian Image of Diana, which fell from Jupi- 
ter, came much ſhort of this 3 and therefore this much 
better deſerves to be worſhipped by the whole World, 
of Papilts at leaſt. And, Sir, never expect to beſaved 
with them, unleſs you. worſhip with them : though 
the Prieſts, to get you. to them, will tell you there's 
no. neceſlity of worſhipping Images and praying to 
Saints, yet you muſt believe 'tis great Piety and pro- 
fitable Devotion to. do- both. Now he that believes 
this with them, and yet will not worſhip with them 
fure deſerves not Salvation , rejeting ſuch helpful 
means 3 and if ever. he be ſaved at length, he ſhall 
be ſure to fry in Purgatory till Doomſday 3 who 
will pray for his Soul, who refuſes to pray to our 
Lady, the Queen of Heaven and Earth, of Angels and 
Saints, &*c. 

I could goon to relate the like Devotion to ſeve- 
ral other Statues of our Lady. as that of Sicham, Foy, 
Goodnews, E*c.. and ſome of other Saints ; but this of 
Loretto carries the Bell clear away from them all; and. 
Lhope I have ſaid enough to keep you far from them 
all : for by what I have ſaid, you plainly ſee St.. Au- 


fiin's wards. verified, of the, Papiſts, as well as of the. 
| Heathens, 
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Heathens, that the Papiſts think there is powerful Ver» 
tue in the very Statues , and that the Statues furniſl 
them with. thoſe things they pray for'3- why elſe do» 
they make Vows and Pilgrimages tb the Statue of Lo- 
retto, more than to any other Statue they haveat home > 
and the Bleſſed Virgin is as near them at home, as ad 
Loretto : ſure they believe the Blefſed Virgin alſo a- 
dores her own Statue at Loretto ( as he that was ena- 
moured. of his own Picture in the water) -and . con- 
fers favours on them for that Statues ſake, becauſe ſhe 
is honoured for that Statues ſake ; *tis evident, becauſe 
they will not afford her thoſe rich Oblations elſewhere; 
but ſhe mult go in Pilgrimage alſo to Loretto to xeceive- 
them, and thank that Image for them-3 and ſo at length, 
as St. Auſtin ſaith, our Lady is ſet afide, and become 
the Shadow of her own Statue. God of his infinite mer- 
cy open their blind eyes, that they may ſee the groſneſs 
of their Idolatry. 

Setting this their Idolatrous- Worſhip aſide, Thonour- 
the Bleſſed Virgin with my heart, as much as any of 
them, and this they ſhall ſee, if everT meet them before 
her the Bleſſed Mother of my Saviour, Bleſſed for ever; 
Amen. 

There remains yet the Third part of Popiſh Idolatry, 
committed in adorning the conſecrated Hoſt at the Maſs, 
which will require no further proof than the Confeſhoa 
of their prime Doctors ; That this their Idolatry is as 
groſs as ever any Heathens were guilty+ of, if there be 
no Tranſubſtantiation,.. Now that there is. no Tranſub- 
ſtantiation in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there - 
is a large Volume learned]y written by Morton, Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Durham, never yet anſwered, But you arenot 
for ſuch long Trats and numerous Quotations 3 ſhall 
we then conlider what the Sczipture faith in this matter? 
where you.conceive the Papilts have. more. advantage 
agaiaſtt' 
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againſt us, than in any one point controverted between 
us. Indeed it were ſtrange if in ſo many points in dif- 
ference, they ſhould not have ſome colour at leaſt in 
Scripture for one of two. Let us fee what Scripture 
they have for their Tranſubſtantiation. A very clear 
one. Our Saviour taking Bread in his hand, ſaid, Thir 
3s my Body. Sure we believe our Saviour could change 
Bread into his Body, why then do not we believe that 
he did change it ? Ipray you give me lieve to make the 
like Argument to you. Our Saviour as poſitively 
faid , I aw the bread which came down from hea- 
ver, Sure you believe our Saviour could change his 
Body into Bread, why then do not you believe he did 
ſo? Are wenot upon equal Terms ? If then you deny 
the latter tome, why may not deny the former to you ? 
You fee how unconſcionably they accuſe us as a fenfual 
and faithlefs Generation, that will not believe' any thing 
beyond our Senſes 3 do not we believe the Trinity, our 
Saviour's Incarnation, the Reſurrection, and much more 
far above all Senfe and Reaſon alſo? and ſhould as 
readily believe this, were there any juſt ground for 
it in Scripture. But the Papiſts come upon us again 
and urge, doth not our Saviour ſay, Job. 6. My fleſh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed, and much 
more in that Chapter ? I muſt confeſs the words in this 
Chapter are far more prefiing upon us than thoſe in 
Matthew : This is my body, &-c tor'tis apparent the words 
in = made many take them in a literal ſence, as 
if. Chriſt would give his very Fleſh and Blood to be 
eaten and drunk z whereat many of his Diſciples were 
much offended and went from him : but when at ſupper 
he ſaid, This is my roy, and gave it his Diſciples to cat, 
no man was offended atit, or made any fcruple to cat 
what he gave 3 which no doubt ſome one at leaſt 
would have done, had they apprehended it to be his 
; very 
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very Fleſh. Thowas, who fo hardly believed his Re- 
furreion, often declared unto him before hand, and at- 
teſted to him by all the reſt aſter, and the thing it ſelf 
fo much more eafie for him to believe, that the Soul 
ſhould enter the ſame Body but two whole days after 
death , when he had ſeen Lazarw raiſed = four 
dayes 3 doubtleſs this flow believing Thowas would 
have ſomewhat boggled at believing the bread con- 
verted into Chrilt's Fleſh, and to eat it 3 yet we 
do not find he or any other was ſtartled at it, bue 
fwallowed it down as readily as the former meat 3 for 
our Saviour had before —_— _ = the words 
he ſpake were ſpirit and life, therefore they ought not 
__ ended at them whe? which makes wo. confi- 
dently believe, they did not believe it to be Chriſt's: 
very Fleſh, but took the words as figuratively ſpoken, 
as youand all others do thoſe words, I am the breed,8&c.. 
And I do as confidently believe, that had they be- 
heved wrong, our Saviour would have rechified' their 
belief, and would have fully inſtructed them. But 
now, | beſeech you conſider thoſe words in Joh. which 
are ſo much more prefling for aliteral ſence of Chriſts ve- 
ry fleſh given; if thoſe by the Papiſt DoGors are takem 
in a figurative ſence, and will not be endured by them: 
in a literal ſence, have you not much more reaſon to: 
take thoſe in Matthew in a figurative ſence > The 
Papiſt Doctors dare uot take the Words of St. Job 
literally, becauſe they ſo clearly condemn the taking: 
away the Cup from the Laity, and denying them-the- 
Blood of Chriſt , which our Saviour there ſo abſo- 
lJutely requires to be drunk by every one that will 
enter into- Life. Now confider into what a ftrait 
the Papiſt DoGors have brought themſelves. into: :: 
# they take the words literally, their taking away: 
the Cup is declared damnable to- the Laity 3 if _ 
ta 
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*ake them figuratively , their Tranſabſtantiation is 
condemned as a grand Impoſture. But , bleſſed be 
God, we are free from both, and fully confirmed fn 
'the figurative ſence by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 23. Where 
he tells the Corinthians that he delivered #o theme 
what he received of the Lord , who ſaid , This Cup 
#s the New Teftament in my blood 5 which words differ 
much from thoſe fpoken by our Saviour, and are as 
ditterent in the ſence alſo, if taken literally ; for they 
denote a change of the Cup into Chriſt's Blood, and 
therefore of neceſlity muſt and are taken by all figura- 
tively , and then they fignifie the ſame with our Sa- 
viour's words : and I hope the Papiſts will not ac- 
.cuſe St. Paul to have told the Corinthians a falſe 
ſtory, and delivered that unto them which he never 
received of Chriſt. Sure you will rather ſtand up for 
St. Panl, and accuſe their Tranſubſtantiation of falſi- 
ty. I-could dilate on this Subject much more ; but 
I love brevity as well as you, and when you deſire more 
there is enough to be ſeen in Biſhop Morter, &e. The 
Concluſion .is made by the Papiſt Dectors, that, 
there being no Tranſubſtantiation, they are as great 
1dolaters -in adoring the conſecrated Hoſte , as a- 
ny -Heathens ever were. God of his infinite mer- 
cy preſerve you from having any Communion with 
them. 


I ſhall now end this buſineſs, as I began with Dr. 
Thorndick's Judgement thereon. He, in his Sixteenth 
Chapter , ſpeaking of the Papiſts praying to Saints, 
daith, there was no ſuch thing in % till a good while 
fter Conſtantine the Emperonr, who died Anno Dom. 
350. ſo that , by this Computation , it muſt be a- 
bout 400 years. And can any one in reaſon think it 
fit to venture-on {o dangerous a practice in Religi- 
on 
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on, unknown to the Church: 400 years, when Faith 
was pureſt, Devotion moſt fervent , Sanftity molt e- 
minent, and when all helps to Salvation were molt 
eagerly purſued , yet no praying to Saints practiſed 3 
which is now come to that height , as Dr. Thorndick 
himſelf there calls it, A precipice of horrible danger 5 ſor, 
ſaith he, they ak the ſame things of the Saints, and e- 
ſpecially of the Bleſſed Virgin, in the ſame terms in which 
they are defired of God, even in the holy Scripture. And 
this which the DoQor affirms, is moſt evident in their 
printed Books of Prayers wherein though they ſome- 
times mention the Saints Intercefſion ( and this we do 
to Chrilt allo perfeft God ) yet other times they pray 
to the Saints and Bleſſed Virgin direaly for the 
things. Thus you ſee they make no diſtintion between 
God, Chriſt, Blefled Virgin and Saints in their form 
of Prayer or things prayed for. And is not this Ido- 
latry, far greater than to ſacrifice to them Bulls and 
Rams,-to give them the divinelt part of God's Wor- 
ſhip? Is not this to deife them in the higheſt degree ? 
Is not this to worſhip falle Gods? They make them 
Gods as much as ever the Heathens made their Heroes 
Gods, for the Heathens believed their Heroes to be 
mortal Men, they knew them hving, they ſaw them 
dying, but for their great Virtues believed their Souls 
were carried up into heaven. and therefore worſhip- 
ped God ; is nat this the very ſame that the Papilts 
believe and doto their Saints? is their any difference 
but only this, that the Papiſts do not call their Saints 
Gods, which, as I (hewed before, matters not ? [ ſay 
then again, that as the Heathens their Heroes, ſo the 
Papiſts make their Saints Gods 3 and ſure they are 
no true Gods, therefore falſe Gods, and they wor- 
ſhip theſe falſe Gods, are they not then [dolaters , 
according to Dr, Thorndick himlelf, and Scripture 
' E 
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alſo? Nor is this their Idolatry any way abated, but ra- 
ther aggravated, in that they know and believe the 
true God 3 ſor the. Heathens, who did not know the 
true God, were far more excuſable in ſacrificing and 
communicating the ſame Worſhip to feveral Gods, there 
being no great diſparity between Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, 
©. . But tor thoſe that know one God, the Creator 
of all-things,and that the greateſt Angels,or Archangels, 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles or Martyrs,are but his Crea- 
tures, of infinite degree inferiour to the Eternal Almigh- 
ty God the poor creeping Worm in the duſt, is not ſo 
tar inferiour to an Emperour of the whole Earth ; I 
fay then, for them, who know this mfinite Almighty 
God, to give the divine Worſhip due unto him, to poor 
wretched creatures,and alſo to Piftures and Images,even 
to Stocks and Stones, is ſo high and preſumptuous Ido- 
latry, as Heathens, not knowing the True One God, 
never were, nor could be guilty of, And yet notwith- 
{tanding all this, Dr. Thorrdick would fair excuſe 
them from Idolatry, becauſe the Popiſh Church hath put 
forth a Profeſhon of Faith more tolerable than their 
Practice 3. juſt as if the Papiſts having made ſome de- 
claration of Allegiantee to the King, ſhould be acquitted 
of the Gunpowder-Treafon, endeavouring to blow up 
the King, Queen, Prince, and Chief of the Kingdom 
at one clap. Truly by this Rule they may ſacrifice to 
Zaal, and be excuſed from Idolatry. I am amazed to 
find that ſo rational and fober a perſon ſhould diſcourſe 


ſo-irrationally, ſo wildly : he hath. fully verified the 
old Saying, 


_ Serel inſanivinws Omnes 


As for. yourPoſtſcript wherein you ask, why we ſhould: 
©, much. fear. the Growth. of Popery, if their PraQti- 
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ces be ſo groſs and Idolatrous, as to be even ridiculous? 
[ conceive is in part anſwered already; where I ſhew- 
ed | how all Mankind is. inclined to Idolatry. For 
ſure no man is ſo {imple as to think, this Vice ran in the 
Blood'of the Jews more than any other Nations, but 
rather leſs for they all came out ofthe loins of Abraharr, 
the Father of the faithful,and conſequently according to 
Nature ſhould be rather better Believers than others: zad 
therefore it is a very (illy ſuppoſal, that the Command- 
ments againſt Idolatry were intended more for the Jews 
than for any other Nation, but only out of God's ſpecial 
favour to them , and Fatherly care- to preſerve them 
more from it than other Nations; whom he ſuffered to 
run on in their natural blindneſs and ſenſual Worſhip, 
till the Fulneſs of Time came for the Converſion of the 
Gentiles: Then God was pleaſed to make them equal 
partakers of the Favours and Graces beſtowed on the 
Jews 3 then was the Light both of the Law and Goſpel 
manifeſted to all; and all Laws, not purely Ceremoni- 
al (which were aboliſhed in Chriſt) equally concerned 
all the Nations of the Earth, and ought to be eſteemed 
as gracious helps to preſerve us from things unlawful, 
not burthenſom reſtraints from things lawful. Where- 
fore Idolatry being ſo grievous a fin, and our Nature 
ſo prone to carnal and ſenſual Worſhip, Chriſtians, who 
lie under ſo much a greater Obligation to ſerve God, 
ſhould be ſo much the more careful to avoid all tem- 
ptations toitz asthe worlhipping of Saints much more 
ſutable to our carnal Nature, and more ealily com- 
prehended by us, than the ſpiritual Worſhip of the in- 
comprehenſible God; in which the ſublimeſt part of 
Man, our Rational Faculty , labours hard, as we all 
find by ſad experience, and can ſcarce keep our thoughts 
raiſed up and fixed on it two or three minutes. This 
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Will-worſhip of their Fellow-creatures, and ſo expati> 
ate in their Devotions to the Saints, as God is at length 
almoſt forgotten by them, and all his divine honours 
conferred on the Creatures. And ſoin like manner Sta- 
tues and Pictures. being things very acceptable to our 
Senſes, and, as St. Auſtin» obſerves, by them work ſo 
powerfully on eur Minds, as to inveigle. our hearts to 
give them alſo much of God's Worſhip, we ſhould be 
extreme wary in the uſe of them, or having much con- 
verſe with thoſe that uſe them 5 which made God ſo ſe- 
verely forbid the Jews matching with other Nations. 
Fvoil communication corrupts good manners 3 very chaſte 
perſons, by degrees, become great Whoremongers and 
Adulterers, Terms in Scripture frequently given to Ido- 
laters , to (ſhew the Sympathy our Carnal Nature hath 
alike to both, and therefore ought to be reſtrained a- 
like from both, and fevere Laws. to be made againſi 
both. The groſsneſs of the Sin will never deterr our 
groſs Nature from it, no- nor the folly of it neither 
Stultorum plena ſunt omnia : a great part of the World 
conſiſts of filly Women and Children, pleaſed with 
Toys, which makes the weaker Sex much. incline ta 
the trinketting Ceremonies of the Papiſtsz and a great 
part of men are as weak as they ; and as for the ſmall 
remaining part of underſtanding men, their Reaſon is 
ſo depreſt by their affeQion to their Wives and Chil- 
dren, as they are content tp-go- to Puppit-plays with 
the one, and ride Hobby-horſes with the other. And 
when the general Current of mens Devotion runs this 
filly carnal courſe , and. he thought to have no De- 
votion that runs not with them, wile men will ſoon de- 
viate ito the ſame (illy courſe, condemned by them- 
f-lves, but applauded by othees , rather than be con- 
demned as irreligious by others, though applauded by 
ahemſclves. If Soorates, the wiſeſt Heathen in the, 
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World, and 8o/owon, the wiſeſt Believer in the World, 
forſook their own Reafon to ſacrifice with the Vulgar 
and with Women 3 who may not be ſeduced into the 
like Error? .ſo vgina thing is Man. He that loveth dan- 
ger ſhall perifh therein, Ecclus. 3.26. Thus I have cn- 
deavoured to ſatisfie'your' Scruples, whereof if I have 
failed, yet ſure I have ſatisfied your deftres, requiring 
it at my hands, which I have obeyed, as, 


SIR, 


| Your bumble Servant. 
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